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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

GV BC PU R PO SE  
ST A T EMEN T 

At GVBC, we seek to glor ify 
God by: 
~ reaching the world for Christ 

~uniting as His family 
~worshiping Him with our liv es 
~growing in Christ-l ike character 
~and serving others in lov e. 

GV BC M I SSI O N 
ST A T EMEN T 

Helping people discov er Jesus 
and become His fully devoted 
followers. 

February 17, 2010 

Issue 4 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I took the opportunity to use a few of the tools we’ve been using in our 
Sunday morning teaching series to mark up in the passage above. Three 
things I think are worth noting here: 1) The important connective 
“therefore” points us to the verses prior which point to a spiritual battle 
against the devil’s schemes which we are in. 2) The repetitive use of the 

word “stand” in the first verses prior emphasizes the purpose of putting on the armor of God is to 
allow us the ability to stand firm when evil comes. 3) All the pieces of armor listed above are 
defensive, except one, which is the sword of the Spirit, our primary offensive weapon in this 
lifetime: the word of God. 

I find it interesting that Jesus, the Son of God Himself, does not exempt Himself from 
such an armory when he faces the devil’s schemes in the wilderness in Matthew 4:1-11… 

When tempted to turn stones into bread, he responds with Deuteronomy 8:3 

It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from  

                                 the mouth of God. 

When tempted to throw himself down from the temple, he resists with Deuteronomy 6:16 

It is also written: Do not put the Lord your God to the test. 

When tempted to bow down and worship the devil, He resists with Deuteronomy 6:13 

For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only. ’ 

 I am so thankful for my mentor back in college who, for 4 years, I would go to for sin 
after sin and struggle after struggle. His response?  He would simply point me to Scripture 
passages which, if memorized, would help me overcome my situations. In the moment, it was 
honestly actually pretty frustrating because I didn’t want to always hear what the Bible had to 
say. The sin in me just resisted such change. But over the course of the 4 years of meeting with 
my mentor, I’m thankful because I learned one clear thing: I would fall quick ly and easily without 
being able to use the Word of God. 

 I know, in our church, we have seen many people fall into various sins and struggles 
and then leave God altogether. My hope for all of us is that we don’t just resort to a 3-step self-
help program or some human plan to fight, but as one church body we too can grow in how we 
use the Word of God, our Sword of the Spirit, in this life to help us to stand firm against the 
devil’s schemes in this life. 

In Him, 
   James Chang 
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Annual Business 

Meeting & Potluck 

Sunday, February 21 

5:00 PM Potluck Dinner 

6:00 PM Business Meeting 

Community Hall 

Our annual business meeting will cover topics such as: appreciation of 
outgoing Board Members and senior pastor’s vision for 2010. 

For the potluck dinner, EVERYONE bring a main dish and also, last name 
beginning with: 

A — H  rice, noodles, or vegetable dish 

I — R  dessert 

S — Z  salad 

Nehemiah 3 Report 
Starting 2010 Well 

 
Good financial news! We started 2010 with receipts of $46,085 in January. Our 

monthly loan payment is $28,046, so we are $18,039 ahead as we start the year. 
 

Our monthly loan payment includes 2 loans, one from Union Bank and one from 

Christian Community Credit Union. We have 19 years left on our loan from Union 
Bank and 25 years left on our loan from Christian Community Credit Union. 

Because we only have 10 months left of the Nehemiah 3 campaign, we are already 
talking about Nehemiah 4 so that we can cover our monthly loan payment for the 

next 3 years. 
 

We also have the opportunity to pay off part of the Christian Community Credit 

Union loan. We will be discussing this in detail at our Annual Business Meeting on 
Sunday, February 21, so please plan to attend this important meeting starting at 5 

PM with a potluck dinner. Praise God that He is faithful and you are faithful to His 
will. 

 

God bless, 
Jesse and Silvio Carrara 

Makoto and Junko Anegawa 

Nehemiah 3 Co-Directors 
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Making Rough Places Smooth: overcoming life’s trials 

Isaiah 42:16 

Who: All women college aged and older 

Where: Palm Garden Hotel 
495 North Ventu Park Road 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91320 

Cost:  1 per room: $140 
2 per room: $95 
3 per room: $80 
4 per room: $70 

Registration: February 21 until March 14. Space is limited so 
please register early! 

Retreat speaker is Carol Miyake, LCSW. 

Carol is a licensed social worker who serves at Asian 
American Christian counseling Service (AACCS) in 
Alhambra. She is a member of the AACCS Clinical Staff 
and a member of Evergreen Baptist church of San 
Gabriel Valley. 

Retreat director: Jessie Carrara. 

Saturday, April 24 

to 

Sunday, April 25 
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Our Mission Field 

Michael and Chris Mason 

"We are thankful to God for His faithfulness in 2009 and we look forward to all 
that God has planned for us in the New Year. We would appreciate your 
continued prayers for us, SIBC, JEMS, and KCS," write Michael and Chris. 

The most encouraging news, which the Masons report, is more Christians at 
their church are walking in an intimate friendship with Jesus. They are 
understanding what it means because they are experiencing it firsthand. The 
Masons are now seeing the fruits of their labor as they have been talking A 
LOT about walking in intimate friendship with Jesus. 

The Masons' church, Sakai International Bible Church (SIBC) in Japan, has 
been blessed with three new babies in 2009 and a new leadership team 
member, Hiro Kanayama. 

Cerritos Baptist Church also sent a team in August, which was a real 
encouragement. In addition, since the fall, new faces have been added to the 
church family. 

Last year, Jems Executive Director, Rev. Sam Tonomura retired. It was a 
blessing that the new director, Rev. Rick Chuman came to visit all the JEMS 
missionaries and their pastors in November. It gave the Masons a chance to 
introduce him to their life and ministry on the mission field. 

Michael ministers at Luke's (his son) school, Kansai Christian School. As 
chaplain, he gives the chapel message. What’s exciting is Luke's school 
serves an "integral role in his spiritual growth." Thank you for keeping the 
Masons and their ministry in prayer. 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

HAITI OFFERING 

by Pastor Steve Langley 

As of Feb. 17th, we have received $15,865.74 for relief to Haiti. Our offering is part of the Haiti Relief 
Offering given through American Baptist Churches (5,400 churches) across America. The first part of 
this offering went to underwrite the medical missionary teams we have in Haiti and also the teams sent 
to Haiti after the earthquake.  

We have now received a $1,000,000 request from the Haitian Baptists, a partner of American Baptist 
International Ministries called Convention of Baptists in Haiti (CBH). The proposal includes a summary 
of the extensive damage. Of the more than 21 Baptist churches in the convention, 11 church buildings 
were damaged and at least four were completely destroyed. Two pastors died in the earthquake along 
with 29 other church members. More than 400 congregants were injured. Among convention 
congregations, 483 homes were destroyed and 673 were damaged. 

The CBH proposal outlined an immediate three-part action plan that calls for contributions to be 
allocated for distributing mattresses, tarps and other shelter necessities (50%), providing food for 
families (48%) and establishing a medical clinic and providing basic personal hygiene items (2%). 

Because of the continued need in Haiti, GVBC will continue to receive donations through the One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering. Please make checks payable to GVBC and put OGHS – Haiti Earthquake 
Relief in the memo area. 
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Family News 

Our condolences and prayers go out to: 

� Leon & Sachiko DilPare, Kenji and Shin and family in the passing of 
Leon’s father, Armand. The memorial service was held at GVBC on 
Monday, January 18. Pastor Daniel Matsuda officiated. 

� Nancy Doi, Vicki Doi and Claudia Loo and family in the passing of their 
loving husband and father, Geoffrey Shoji Doi who passed away on the 
evening of January 30. Vicki and Claudia wrote, “Our mother, Nancy, was 
at his side. Dad was nearly 97, and we were able to celebrate his birthday 
early at the Palo Alto Commons where he had lived the last three years. 
Close family members shared his final days. He was blessed to have the 
love and support of the Commons staff, and during the final week, the 
compassionate services of Hospice of the Valley. Dad’s wish was to be 
cremated and his ashes spread in the San Francisco Bay so there will be 
no funeral or service. In his memory, donations may be made to the 
Japanese American National Museum (JAM), 369 E. First St., Los 
Angeles, CA 90012 or the JAM, San Jose 535 North 5th St., San Jose, CA 
95112. Our mother Nancy Doi was a member of your church for many 
years. Claudia Loo & Vicki Doi. 

Wedding anniversary announcement. Congratulations to: 

֠ George & Shig Hirano who celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary. 

New baby announcement. Congratulations to: 

� Andy & Erika Nguyen who gave birth to a baby boy, Christian Lee, who 

was born on Tuesday, Feb. 9. Christian was 8 lbs. 4 oz. and 21” long. 

Letters to our GVBC Family 

� GVBC, Thank you very much for the flowers sent to my hospital room. 
The many visits I received from GVBCers and the thoughts and prayers of 
church members are greatly appreciated. Bruce Yonamine 

�  GVBC, Your kindness and sympathy at this time is more deeply 
appreciated than any word of thanks can ever express. Thank you for the 
tall vase of beautiful roses, lilies, carnations, and daises. Gerda Bain [in 
the passing of Don Bain’s father on January 26]. 

� Dear Friends: On behalf of the City of Gardena we would like to thank you 
for your donation of $500 [from our LOVE fund] to our year-round 
Emergency Food Pantry Program. Your gift enables us to continue 
assisting the needy in Gardena. For over 31 years our City unites to assist 
the less fortunate in our city. We were able to assist 5,818 individuals with 
emergency food, bus tokens, crisis counseling, food vouchers and 
supportive services in 2009. Thank you for being part of the solution. 
Sincerely, Deryl Lloyd, Superintendent of Recreation/Human 
Services/Building Maintenance, by Lydia James, Community Services 
Counselor. 



CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event 
in the subject line]. You can also call or 
email the event leaders directly. 
WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net. 

� HULA 
Tuesdays, 7:00 — 8:30 PM, Room 220, taught by 
Darin Yamada. Newcomers welcome. Performance on 
Sunday, March 28, Palm Sunday. Participation in the 
performance is optional. Contact Mae Kuratani or 
Tammy Cosare via the church office. 

� Children’s Ministry 
�KidZone (1st to 5th graders): 
Fridays, 7:00 — 8:30 PM, Community Hall. Wear 
comfortable clothes and gym shoes to all events. 
Contact: Brandon Tsukamoto via the church office or 
gvbckidzone@yahoo.com 
Contact Susan Wakuta, ext. 689, susan@gvbc.net. 

� Youth Events 
�Greenhouse Junior High Fridays, 7:00 PM, room 218. 

�Youth Winter Camp 
March 5—7, Alpine Conference Center, Cost: $140 
per student, $110 for students who have never 
attended a GVBC Children’s/Youth Winter or Summer 
Camp. $110 for each additional sibling from the same 
family attending this camp. Scholarship applications 
available from the church office or from Daniel 
Matsuda. Scholarship applications due by February 
21 along with your camp registration. Deadline: 
Sunday, February 21. NO REFUNDS!!! After 
February 21, registrations only accepted if space 
available. No registrations accepted after March 1. 
Junior High=Layne Wakuta, ext. 684, layne@gvbc.net 
Senior High=Daniel Matsuda, ext. 681, 
daniel@gvbc.net 

� GVBC Men’s Breakfast 
Saturdays of February 27, March 20, April 24, May 15, 
June 19, July 24, August 28, September 25, October 
23, November 27, December 18, 8:00 AM, Community 
Hall. Join together for a time of fellowship with the men 
of GVBC. Contact Dave Uratsu via the church office. 

� Gardena City Employees Appreciation Week 
Monday, March 1 to Thursday, March 4. GVBC has an 
opportunity to extend love to our city employees. 
During the week of March 1 to 4, we are asking GVBC 
members to bake cookies for various departments of 
the City of Gardena. We would like to express our 
appreciation and encourage them to seek the common 
good of our city. You can volunteer to bake cookies. 
Also, you can pray for and write a personal note to 
encourage them. We invite small groups to commit to a 
whole department. Please sign up at the table in the 
Courtyard between the worship services. If you have 
any questions, contact Kathy Sato, Neighborhood 
Ministry, via the church office. 

� Mexico Outreach Missions (M.O.M.) 
� Saturday, March 6, Tijuana. [NOTE: a U.S. 

passport is required]. Spanish is helpful, but not 
required. Contact Teresa Matsushima via the 
church office. 
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� Getting to Know Us Luncheons at GVBC 
Sundays of March 14, June 13, September 12, and 
December 12, 12:30 — 2:30 PM, room 113. 

� Daylight Saving Begins 
Sunday, March 14. Spring FORWARD → one hour. 

� Walk Across the Room Seminar 
Mondays of March 15, 22, and 29, 6:00 — 9:30 PM, room 
218. Contact Marianne Matsuda. 

� CERT Meetings 
Thursdays, March 18 & May 20, 7:00 — 8:30 PM, offsite. 
More into to follow. Contact Cindy Matsuda. 

� Class 101 
Sunday, March 21, 12:30 PM. For those seeking 
information about GVBC and who would like to become a 
member and/or be baptized. Taught by Pastor Steve 
Langley and Layne Wakuta. This class begins with a 
FREE lunch. Sign up by checking off the appropriate box 
on the back of your Connection form or contact Jan 
Magnani, ext. 0 or jan@gvbc.net [Subject line: Class 101]. 

� Early Childhood Easter Celebration 
Saturday, March 27, 9:00 AM. More info to follow. Contact 
Linda Matsuda, ext. 683, linda@gvbc.net. 

� Easter Decorating 
Saturday, April 3, 8:00 AM. Come help us place hundreds 
of beautiful lilies and tulips and floral arrangements around 
our church campus. 

� Baptisms Sunday, April 11. 
� Reaching My Buddhist Friends 

Sunday, May 23, 12:30 — 3:00 PM, room 113. Contact 
Marianne Matsuda. 

� Primetimers’ 2010 Calendar of Activities 
� Ramona Outdoor Drama with lunch at Marie 

Callender’s, Saturday, April 17. Cost: $110 per person. 
Reserved seats at the Ramona bowl for the afternoon 
performance of the Ramona Outdoor Play (lower level 
seats — seat cushion rental included). Round-trip 
motorcoach transportation. Price based on 19-28 
participants and includes the gratuity to the driver. 
Payment due: March 1. 

� Southwest Spectacular (Utah/Arizona), Thursday, May 
20 — Thursday, May 27, $1,245 per person (double 
occupancy), $1,645 per person (single occupancy). 
Deadline: Final payment due no later than April 4. 
Overnight stays in Las Vegas, NV; Kanab, UT; Page, 
AZ; Flagstaff, AZ; and Laughlin, NV. 

� Great Reno Balloon Race & Lake Tahoe, Thursday, 
September 9 — Sunday, September 12. Cost: TBD. 
Price based on 19-28 participants and will include the 
gratuity to the driver. Please note: date change. 
Payment due: August 2. 

� Glory of Christmas at Crystal Cathedral, Sunday, 
December 12. Cost: $105 (price based on 19-28 
participants) includes the gratutity to the driver. Please 
note: price does not include dinner. Please eat your 
dinner prior to boarding the bus. We will leave GVBC at 
6:00 PM and return at 10:30 PM. Payment due: October 
24. 

Make checks payable to Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
[your event title in subject line]. Contact: Keiko or Richard 
Imatomi through the church office. 



The Spirit is copyrighted © 2010 and a publication of Gardena Valley Baptist Church, 1630 W. 158th Street, Gardena, CA., 90247, (310)323-5683, FAX: (310)768-2783, 

Email: gvbc@gvbc.net, Website: www.gvbc.net, Senior Pastor: Steve Langley (310)323-5683, Editor: Susan J. Shelley, susie@gvbc.net. Office hours: 9:00am—5:00pm, 

Nichigo Website: www.gv bc.info. The Spirit is published tw ice a month to keep members and friends informed of programs of the church and to report news about GVBC 

and its people. Announcements, praise, prayer requests, and letters are welcomed. Articles are subject to editing and/or postponement. 
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Issue 5 will be uploaded to website on 

Wednesday, March 3. Hard copies 

available on Sunday, March 7 in the 
Narthex. All articles should be submitted 

by Sunday, February 28. 

 

2010 Super Bowl 

Obento Update 

1,454 tickets sold 

$7,500 profit 

These figures are approximate because 
money is still coming in. All proceeds 

benefit the Youth Camp Scholarship 

Fund and camp buses. Thank you for 

your faithfulness to our youth at GVBC. 

2009 Financial Report 

$1,000,000

$1,100,000

$1,200,000

$1,300,000

$1,400,000

January -

December

Adopted budget

Income

received

Expenses

 

Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 

 

FROM IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 

Amy Kato Mike Maeda 

Andrew & Pamela Erskine Tad Sekiguchi 

Stan & Nancy Terasaki Miyuki Hayashi 

Betty Oshiro Henry & Rob 

Kiku Florist Weekly donation of flowers 

 

Monetary donations given in memory of loved ones go into the College 

Scholarship Fund, unless specified. 

$120,000

$130,000

$140,000

$150,000

$160,000

$170,000

Month of December

Income

received

Expenses

Scholarships 

Available for GVBC undergraduate students : 

Christian Service Scholarshi p 

Several scholarships are given to encourage those who 
have used thei r time and talents  i n Christi an service. For 
more i nformation, please read the brochure attached to the 
application. 

Scholarship applicati on is available i n the narthex, and are 
due on June 20th, i ncluding recommendations . For  
questi ons , please call  Wendy in the church office, ex t. #672. 



Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

Bunso Otani, Nichigo Pastor , ex t. 676 

Ron Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Teaching, ext. 679 

Annette Kakimoto, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Development, ex t. 680  

James Chang — Assis tant Pastor  of Young Adul ts , ext. 682 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Daniel Matsuda, Assis tant Pastor  — Youth, ext. 681 

Layne Wakuta, Pastoral Intern — Junior  High, ex t 684 (pt) 

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Direc tor  Early  Chil dhood, ext. 683 (pt) 

J.J . Frey, Worship Coordinator (pt) 

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt) 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tant, ext. 675 

Jan Magnani , Secretary, ex t. 671 

Dawn Robinson, Christi an Educ. Secretary, ex t. 678 (pt) 

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt) 

Kevin Hatashi ta, Maintenance Asst. ( pt) 

Socorro Kagawa, Maintenance Asst. (pt) 

Kevin Maeda, Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

Kyle York , Maintenance Ass t. (pt) 

 

 

 
 

�  Morning Worship @ 8:45 AM & 10:45 AM 

� Nichigo Japanese-speaking Service @        10:45 

AM, Room 201 

Sermon Series: 
More & More 

A Bible Exposition in 1 Thessalonians 
 

Sunday, February 21 
Pastor Steve ~ 1 Thessalonians 

 
Sunday, February 28 

Pastor Steve ~ 1 Thessalonians 
 

Sunday, March 7/Communion 
Pastor Steve ~ 1 Thessalonians 

 
Sunday, March 14 

Pastor Steve ~ 1 Thessalonians 
 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs concur-
rent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s Sun-
day school 9:30am, Room 206. 

┌         ┐ 

Gardena Valley Baptist Church 
1630 W. 158th Street 
Gardena, CA  90247-3712 

(310) 323-5683 

Web: www.gvbc.net 

E-mail: gvbc@gvbc.net 

Twitter: http://twitter.com/gvbc 

More & MoreMore & MoreMore & MoreMore & More    


